
  
  

March 2019 

GRASSHOPPER 
FLYER 

 

March 23, 2019 
Join the Grasshoppers at 
DeLand Municipal Airport 

KDED 
Runways 12/30 and 5/23 

Elevation 79’ 

AWOS 119.575 
CTAF 123.075 

Lunch at Airport Restaurant & Gin Mill 
1120 Airport Terminal Drive, DeLand, FL 32724 

(386) 734-9755 
Hosted by Kathy Koshan and Will Weatherbee 

Lunch is at the Airport Restaurant & Gin Mill on the airport.  Those  flying can park 
near DeLand Aviation (386-740-1955) in open spots  without tiedown ropes.  Spots with 
tiedowns are for the based customers keeping their airplanes on the ramp. Will will be 
there to direct aircraft to parking locations.  Please let us know your tail number when 
calling to RSVP.  From the ramp you can walk directly through the gate into the back of 
the restaurant.  

Please RSVP by Thursday, March 21 
Call, text or e-mail: 

Kathy (407) 766-1433      kekrph@mindspring.com 



 

 

February 23, 2019 
Flying W Air Ranch 

By Barbara Flynn 

 

 The Grasshoppers’s 57th birthday celebration was held at Flying W Air Ranch  (9FL1) 
on Saturday February 23.  The event was hosted by Barbara & Steve Flynn and EAA Chapter 
1489 at the Flynns’ residence.   As you can see from the pictures, the event was held poolside 
overlooking the runway.   Food was catered by Oakwood Smokehouse Express in Wildwood 
and was picked up by Pat Connell a new member.  In fact, there were several new members 
from this event including Jim (Cricket) and Pat Connell (Nymph), Debbie Beach 
(Grasshopper) & Curt Morehouse (Locust), Stephanie Bensinger (Grasshopper and new web-
mistress), and April Mackin (Grasshopper).   

  The food was great with chopped pork, smoked chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, and 
rolls.   A little  different  this year from the usual cake,  Debbie Beach  made  very special  
cupcakes for the event.  

  We talked to newest Grasshopper, April Mackin about hang gliding.  April flew in 
with  her  Bailey - Moyes  Dragonfly,  an   airplane  specifically  designed   to   tow  other   
non-powered  light aircraft  (such as hang gliders) into the air.  This was probably the most 
unique of the aircraft that flew in.  Yes, there are some of us that started out in aviation as 
hang glider pilots.  April is an entertainment animal trainer.  But when she is not working on a 
movie, television or commercial set,  she is also a  tug pilot at  Paradise Airsports    (Sheets  
Airport) in Groveland.  April invited all those interested in taking a tandem flight in a hang 
glider to come to Paradise Airsports for a special rate.  April could very well be your tug pilot.  

  Also new member, Stephanie (Steph) Bensinger talked about her experiences as an  
aircraft builder and longtime ultralight and light sport pilot.  Steph lives at Flying W and has 
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been awarded many accolades for the aircraft she has built.  Currently, Steph does not have a 
flyable aircraft but is looking forward to flying to the next Grasshoppers’ event in 
March.  Steph has some expertise in building websites and agreed to take on building a 
Grasshoppers’ webpage.  While at the event, a domain name was chosen and Steph will begin 
working on the site very soon.  

  New members, Debbie Beach and husband Curt Morehouse, also live at Flying 
W.   In addition to being an accomplished pilot with over 300 hours in  a Christen Eagle, 
Debbie is a retired U.S. Airways Flight  Attendant and  Curt Morehouse a retired  B-757  
Captain.   These pilots connected and found they  had many  experiences  and colleagues in 
common.  Debbie also made and decorated the amazing cupcakes for the event.  Debbie is 
extremely creative and artistic making jewelry, building little libraries, and painting rocks 
(you have to see them!).  

  Last but not least, new member Pat Connell is known by her friends as our very own 
comedian and salesperson extraordinaire.  In addition to keeping us in stitches, Pat could sell 
ice  to  an  Eskimo   and is one of  those people  that almost   always  wins any  raffle  that she  
enters.   Pat’s husband, Jim, is the pilot in the  family and former Captain  for  Continental 
Airlines.  Jim was unable to be with us for the celebration.   

  We had great food, great conversation, a beautiful day, and made some new friends! 

Our hosts Barbara and Steve Flynn 
Debbie Beach made birthday 

cupcakes. 

Steve Flynn and April Mackin with 
her  Bailey-Moyes Dragonfly. 

Judie Betz flew in from Love’s Landing 
with her Luscombe. 



 

 

 


